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ADULTS
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With the help of the American Library Association's Libraries Transform 
initiative, we asked members of the Lombard community to share how Helen 
Plum Library has helped transform their lives. 

Want to share your story? Visit helenplum.org/yourstory to fill out the online 
form or stop by our Youth or Adult Services departments to pick up a form.

SHARE YOUR
STORIES!

Libraries have been a part of my life, like a close friend, since I was 
about 8 years old. In my retirement, the library is now as important to 
me as when I was reading young adult novels. You will often find me 
discovering new books, DVDs and CDs making it possible to try 

di�erent styles without having to pay for things I may not want. In 
addition, there are senior programs, tax help and forms and the very 
informed research librarians. Simply, my life would be very negatively 
a�ected if Helen Plum wasn't there for me.       –James A.

For two years, I've been struggling with depression and two forms of 
anxiety. Whenever I come to my local library, I always find a good 
book to read, and it whisks me away from reality for a little while. 

Helen Plum Library has changed my life in many forms, and I cannot 
be any more thankful.
    –Chloe W.

After my 2nd baby I was in a very bad state of my health. After a few 
months of frustration, we got to know about this wonderful place–
Helen Plum Library. Unending options of books, very caring and 

responsible sta�, storytimes, craft activities… A new world of 
knowledge has opened its gates for us!
        –Priya A.

Go back 19 years… My neighbor, Heidi, and I are new moms and are 
searching for ways to connect with other new moms and to entertain 
our babies. We sign up for the Baby Storytime. The following week, we 
are eating lunch in Lilacia Park after the next storytime and begin new 

friendships with other moms and a dad! Fast forward with multiple 
children and events of a lifetime, and these 10 moms (and a dad) are 
still as close as the first Lilacia lunch all due to Baby Storytime. 
   –Donna B.E.

To track marketing stats at work, I needed to develop several di�erent 
tracking sheets and grew frustrated with trying to remember how to 
do formulas, etc. The Excel Basics class at the Library was very 
helpful and hands-on. There was plenty of time for individual 

questions and instructions. I was able to come back to the o¢ce and 
make the sheets that I needed to make in order to e�ectively track 
data. I am looking forward to even more educational opportunities at 
the library in the future!          –Julie B.B.
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Dear Fellow Lombardians,

During my past two years as 
new Director and resident 
of Lombard, I have met and 
gotten to know several hundred 
community members. I have 
carefully listened to their hopes 
and concerns about the future 
of the Helen Plum Library 

via numerous conversations, surveys and focus groups. My 
staff, Board and I have used that feedback to shape a strong 
vision for the Library’s Next Chapter. Included in this booklet 
are the details we have presented at the many Community 
Engagement and outreach meetings to help you learn more 

about plans for a new Helen Plum Library.

We have an opportunity to create a new public square in Lombard. 
As the new century progresses, libraries that once served primarily to 
retain knowledge in bound volumes have evolved to serve all kinds 
of patrons in a variety of ways. These users include early learners just 
beginning their literacy education through activities, stories and play, to 
young learners ready to develop their digital and informational literacies, 
to lifelong learners seeking to expand their technology skills or master 
a new interest.

Helen Plum Library will continue to be a place with printed books, but 
our vision is also a place for learning, creating and gathering. A place to 
share ideas and experiences. A multi-purpose space with a sustainable 
future.

One popular analogy about the future of public libraries is that we used 
to be considered “grocery stores.” Now we need to be “kitchens.” The 
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“Most 
Americans 

strongly value 
the role of public 

libraries in their 
communities, 

both for providing 
access to materials 

and resources and for 
improving their overall 

quality of life.”
Pew Research Center
Libraries and Learning

April 7, 2016

Library will always provide quiet places to connect to physical content, 
but it is also a place where visitors can learn how to use resources of 
all types from books to apps to experts from every area. It is a kitchen 
for “mixing resources” to empower kids, teens and adults to build skills, 
create and share, and overcome adversity.

We know that for our community to put their trust in us by investing 
in a new Helen Plum Library, the vision needs to be ambitious but 
also pragmatic. Place-based economic development stresses the 
importance of offering attractive, functional and community-based 
places like libraries in village centers. Like a major department store 
in a mall, libraries attract large numbers of people, creating economic 
opportunities for businesses and organizations in the surrounding area.

We know that the Lombard community cares deeply for their young 
people by supporting great schools, parks and youth organizations. 
Eight in ten Americans want all children and teens to have some type of 
organized activity or safe place to go after school. A key component of 
our plan is to serve as that place.

Today’s teens are part of an increasingly global and competitive society, 
and the skills required for young adults to succeed in the workforce 
have drastically changed. Success in that environment requires going 
beyond traditional academic skills. The Library’s plan will provide areas 
where everyone can experience emerging technologies, like 3D printing, 
and more room for programs that help increase critical thinking and 
innovation skills. More spaces for study and gathering will enhance 
collaboration and social capabilities.

Currently one of our most popular offerings are storytimes and our 
early literacy area. According to the Academy of Pediatrics, “reading 
with children in their infancy and preschool years is associated with 
higher language skills at school entry. In addition, early conversations 

and play around reading stimulate increased interaction between the adult and child.” Expanding our children’s 
services space will allow us to offer a much broader range of opportunities to advance early literacy in young 
children and provide quieter spaces for those who need down time or homework space.

But with a world of information at our fingertips—virtually anytime, anywhere—do we still need physical 
book-and-mortar libraries? Absolutely! According to a recent Pew Report, Americans strongly value the 
role of public libraries in their communities, both for providing access to materials and resources and 
for improving their overall quality of life. Many library resources are particularly valued by those who 
are unemployed, retired or searching for a job, as well as those living with a disability and internet 
users who lack home internet access. We are still the best place in town to assist in finding and 
navigating the increasing amount of information that is available.

Our plan includes a computer training lab, a local history room and numerous spots for browsing 
the collection or just relaxing and reading. Spaces to work will be increased with more plug-in 
access, significantly improved lighting and much more natural light. Convenient drive-thru 
service will help those with time constraints, mobility issues or a car full of kids.

The new building will vastly improve our patron’s safety with an automatic sprinkler 
system. It will include more access with ADA compliance and increased handicapped 
parking. And of course our dear neighbor Lilacia Park has a special role in our plan. 
We would relocate our entrance to Park and Maple and improve the corner access 
to the Lilacia Park. The rear of building would include a large open outdoor space to 
showcase the Park and provide space for programs and events.

There’s a lot to know about the plans, and we are doing as much as 
possible to have that information available. For more details, please visit  
helenplumnextchapter.org, contact me at getinvolved@helenplum.org or visit 
the Helen Plum Library lobby where a large display with all this information 
is also available.

Benefits to the 
Lombard Community
ADDITIONAL SPACE
Additional space will allow for the Library’s 
materials to be organized to increase 
accessibility, displayed to highlight specific 
collections and make items easier to 
reach. The Library spends hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on books, DVDs, 
magazines, and other materials, but 
patrons have difficulty browsing and 
locating these valuable resources.

Photos used for inspirational purposes only.

SEATING
Seating areas will be increased for 
studying, working or just relaxing with a 
good read.

MEETING SPACE
Additional meeting and study spaces 
will be added to accommodate students, 
online learners, tutors, entrepreneurs and 
small local groups.  

TECHNOLOGY
 Improved access to technology will 
include a computer training classroom, 
more electrical outlets and space for new 
technologies like digitization services (for 
example transferring VHS to digital), 3-D 
printing and media lab. 

CONVENIENCE
Convenient drive-thru for drop-off and 
pick-up service will be available for 
commuters, seniors and busy residents 
which will also help alleviate some parking 
concerns.

PARK ACCESS
 The concept drawings offer a major 
enhancement and connection to Lilacia 
Park, with a new entrance located on Maple 
and Park. Also included will be access to a 
large outdoor meeting space.

CHILDREN’S AREA
An expanded children’s service 
department will offer storytime and 
activity spaces for kids and zoned areas 
for both study and active learning.

ACCESSIBILITY
All areas of the Library will become ADA 
compliant, and a sprinkler system will be 
added to increase safety.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
All new mechanicals will be used to 
improve temperature, humidity, comfort 
and energy efficiency.

TEEN’S AREA
Teens will have a dedicated area for 
students to study, collaborate and 
engage in activities in a safe, supervised 
environment. 
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EXISTING PROPERTY LINES 
& CURRENT BUILDING

Estimated Impact of Referendum on Library and Tax Bills

Total Debt

Staffing Increases (Not all new, but some increase in hours)

Increase in Staffing Costs

Increase in IMRF/FICA

Increase in Benefits

Increase in  Admin and Operating

Overall Increase in Costs

Debt Service and Capital Reserve

Approximate Annual Cost (Operating and Debt)

Total Estimated 2019 Budget

Rate Increase for Operating Expenses + Debt Service and Capital Reserve
= Requested Tax Rate Increase 

Approximate Increase on a $200,000 Home
(Approx $5800 Tax Bill)

$22,310,000

11

$732,150

$123,731

$37,804

($51,809)

$841,875

$1,738,155

$2,580,029

$6,653,128

0.085 + 0.131 = .216

$139

Using your 2015 Tax Bill:

Divide the estimated tax increase by your total tax rate:

    $0.216 ÷ $8.9837 = 2.40%

Multiply by your total tax:

    2.40% x $5,806.18 = $139.60

Home Value Estimate (if you don’t have your tax bill):

Divide your home’s value by 3:

    $211,900 ÷ 3 = $70,633

Subtract $6,000 for residential exemption and any
other exemptions (Senior, etc.):

    $70,633 – $6,000 = $64,633

Multiply by the tax rate increase and divide by 100:

    $64,633 x .216 ÷ 100 = $139.61
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EXISTING PROPERTY LINES 
& NEW BUILDING CONCEPT

NEW
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CLOSER TO 
PARKING

IMPROVED ACCESS 
TO LILACIA PARK

NEW DRIVE-THRU 
SERVICE
NEW DRIVE-THRU 
SERVICE ADDITIONAL ACCESSIBLE PARKINGADDITIONAL ACCESSIBLE PARKING
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Visit helenplum.org to use our online calculator to estimate 
your tax increase based on your 2015 property taxes.
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Youth Services
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SCHOOL YEAR READING PROGRAM
FOR CHILDREN K I 8 AND 1000 BOOKS FINISHERS

Tue, Sep 6, 2016 through Sun, Apr 30, 2017

Sign up and earn free paperback books and embroidered 
patches, stickers, or other prizes! This is an independent, self-
paced program. We provide a book log, and you track your 
reading progress! Stop by Youth Services for more details, to 
register, or to redeem rewards.

Share 1000 books with your child before he or she starts 
kindergarten! Keep track of each title read in the book log. For 
every 100 stories read, your child will earn a reading reward. 
For more information stop by Youth Services.

Growing a Reader

helenplum.org

Macaroni Soup: Active Music for Kids! 
Fri, Sep 30 at 7pm
Families with children of all ages
Move and groove with the endlessly enthusiastic 
Miss Carole and Clarence. Everyone will have fun 
wiggling, giggling, hopping, stomping and singing 
along. We’ve even asked that they play one of our 
storytime favorites—their version of the 
“Hokey Pokey”! 

Free tickets available at the Youth Services desk 
beginning Saturday, September 10.

Chris Fascione: Scared Silly Stories  
Fri, Oct 21 at 7pm
Families with children of all ages
You’ll laugh out loud as Chris Fascione brings spooky 
children’s stories to life with his high-spirited and innovative 
performance full of energy, humor and imagination! Chris 
creates colorful characters through his unique combination of 
acting, storytelling, comedy and juggling. Chris is a nationally-
known Storytelling World Award winner. 

Free tickets available at the Youth Services desk beginning 
Saturday, October 1.

To register for these and other programs, please visit helenplum.org or call (630) 627-0316.                                    helenplum.org        7

YouthUpcoming community
Engagement Roundtables
Thu, Sep 15 at 7pm 
Parents and Caregivers 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Sun, Sep 18 at 1:30pm 
Parents and Caregivers 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Mon, Sep 26 at 9am 
All are welcome 
The Corner House • Downtown Lombard

Sat, Oct 8 at 2pm 
All are welcome 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Mon, Oct 17 at 9am 
All are welcome 
The Corner House • Downtown Lombard

Sat, Oct 22 at 11:45am 
For Teens 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Sat, Oct 22 at 2pm 
All are welcome 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Mon, Oct 24 at 4:45pm 
For Teens 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Thu, Oct 27 at 9am 
All are welcome 
Helen Plum Library Auditorium

Dates and locations are subject to change. 
Please check the event calendar at 
helenplum.org for up-to-date and additional 
program times and locations. 

Library officials will also hold roundtables 
at community churches, schools, clubs and 
senior homes. Please watch your bulletins or 
communication forums for these dates. 
 
If you'd like Helen Plum Library to visit your 
group, please contact Communications 
Manager Sue Wilsey, at swilsey@helenplum.org 
or at (630) 627-0316 x 253

Helen M. Plum Memorial Library District
Proposition to Increase the Limiting Rate

Shall the limiting rate under the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law for the Helen 
M. Plum Memorial District, DuPage County, Illinois be increased by an additional 
amount equal to 0.2160% above the limiting rate for any purpose of said Library 
District for levy year 2015 and be equal to 0.4923% of the equalized assessed value 
of the taxable property therein for levy year 2016?

(1) The approximate amount of taxes extendable at the most recently extended 
limiting rate is $3,630,353, and the approximate amount of taxes extendable if the 
proposition is approved is $6,468,413.

(2) For the 2016 levy year the approximate amount of the additional tax extendable 
against a property containing a single family residence and having a fair market 
value at the time of the referendum of $100,000 is estimated to be $72.00. 

(3) If the proposition is approved, the aggregate extension for 2016 will be 
determined by the limiting rate set forth in the proposition, rather than the otherwise 
applicable limiting rate calculated under the provisions of the Property Tax 
Extension Limitation Law (commonly known as the Property Tax Cap Law). 

Yes
No

Yes
No

What question will be
on the November 8 ballot?

What does that mean?
Helen M. Plum Memorial Library District
Proposition to Increase the Limiting Rate

Helen Plum Library is asking its district residents to raise the rate at which the 
Library collects funds. If approved, the tax rate for the Library would increase from 
.2763% to .4923%. This increase is for both a new building and an increase in 
operating funds and is multiplied by your home’s net taxable value.  

(1) The Library’s current annual maximum funding provided by taxpayers is 
$3,630,353. If voters approve the tax increase, that number will rise to $6,468,413, 
with $1,738,155 going to capital reserves and debt repayment. 

(2) Per $100,000 of your home’s fair market value, you may estimate an increase of 
$72.00 per year on your total property taxes due. 

(3) If voters approve this increase, this rate will remain at the same rate during the 
duration of the bond issuance (twenty years) at which point the Library Board of 
Trustees will choose to either keep or repeal the increase.

For additional information or volunteer 
opportunities, follow us:
email us at:
Getinvolved@helenplum.org
and follow our blog:
helenplumnextchapter.org

Register to vote at the Library! The last day to register for the 
November election is October 11. Visit helenplum.org or stop 
by the circulation desk for details. 
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Halloween Parade  
Wed, Oct 26 at 9:30am
Ages 2–5, with a participating adult
We will share slightly spooky stories, 
make a craft and then showcase your 
costumes by parading about the library! 
Younger siblings are welcome.

Babies on Parade  
Thu, Oct 27 at 10am
Ages 23 months and under,
with a participating adult
What’s cuter than a bunch of babies? A 
bunch of babies in costumes on parade! 
We’ll start with Halloween stories and 
songs then line up those adorable 
babies to march around the library!

Haunted Gingerbread House  
Wed, Oct 26 at 4:15pm
Grades K–3, with a 
participating adult
Sugar and spice 
and everything not 
so nice! Construct 
a spooky and 
delicious house 
just in time for 
Halloween.

Pop Art  
Wed, Nov 2 at 4:15pm
Grades 4 and up
We will learn about the innovative 
works of Roy Lichtenstein then make 
our own Pop Art masterpieces!

Tinker Time  
Wed, Nov 16 at 4:15pm
Grades K–3
Test, tinker and play with amazing tech 
toys like Dash & Dot, Sphero, Puzzlets 
and more!

LEGO® Club  
Sat, Sep 24 at 10am
Sat, Oct 22 at 10am
Sat, Nov 26 at 10am
Ages 5 and up
Build awe-inspiring creations with our 
collection of LEGO® bricks! Once your 
project is complete, we’ll take a photo 
to display for the next month in Youth 
Services. Younger siblings are welcome.

Art + Science: 
Sound  
Wed, Sep 21 at 4:15pm
Grades K–3
Learn about how sound 

travels and make an instrument.

STEAM Team: Coding  
Wed, Sep 28 at 4:15pm
Grades 4 and up
Do you love the challenge of a good 
puzzle? Interested in how things work? 
Crack the code with STEAM Team! We 
will feature a fun activity that promotes 
problem solving and strategy skills 
essential to computer coding!

Marshmallow Engineering   
Wed, Oct 19 at 4:15pm
Grades 4 and up
What can you make out 
of marshmallows and 
toothpicks? A catapult? 
A replica of the Willis 
Tower? A modern take 
on the Eiffel Tower? 
Whatever you come 
up with it is sure to be 
sweet! 

Registration for September events begins Sat, Aug 20.
Registration for October events begins Sat, Sep 17.
Registration for November events begins Sat, Oct 15.

registered programs

Science
Technology
Engineering
Art
Math

=

Grandparents Day
Fri, Sep 9 at 10am
All ages, while supplies last
Remind your grandparents of 
how much you love them with 
a special craft.

Talk Like a Pirate Day
Mon, Sep 19 at 4pm
All ages
Learn to talk like a pirate with Mango 
Languages then dress the part! Stop by 
Youth Services and make a pirate hat.

Leaf Wreath
Fri, Oct 7 at 10am
All ages, while supplies last
Celebrate the changing season with this 
colorful craft to make at home.

Squirrel Craft
Wed, Oct 12 at 4:15pm
All ages
Create a nutty squirrel craft that will 
really climb! 

Ornaments for the Zoo
Wed, Nov 9 at 4:15pm
All ages
We are planning the decorations for our 
annual Brookfield Zoo Holiday Tree and 
need your help! Make an ornament for 
our Zoo Tree and another to take home. 
Check our website to see when the tree 
will be decorated!

Turkey Feathers
Mon, Nov 21 at 10am
All ages
It’s turkey time! Make a festive 
decoration to celebrate Thanksgiving.
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For more information on these and other 
Library services, please visit helenplum.org, 
call us at (630) 627-0316 or stop by the 
Adult Reference Desk today!

Registration for September events begins Sat, Aug 20.
Registration for October events begins Sat, Sep 17.
Registration for November events begins Sat, Oct 15.

Teen Services

Duct Tape Pencil Case 
Fri, Sep 23 at 4:30pm
6th grade-12th grade
Choose what duct tape you want to use, and create two 
different sized pouches! 

Peculiar Photography 
Sun, Oct 2 at 2pm
6th-12th grade
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 
has some very peculiar photos. Join us to 
learn some techniques to plan for gravity 
defying photos then we’ll make some 
peculiar photos of you! 
Supplies will be provided, 
but feel free to bring your 
own camera if you like!

Name That Title 
October 11th-14th 
6th-12th grade
Celebrate Teen Read Week! Stop by the teen area any day 
from October 11th-14th and try to guess the title of the 
shredded book! One guess per person. Those who guess the 
correct title will be put into a drawing for a prize!

Emoji Pillow 
Mon, Oct 10 at 4:45pm
6th-12th grade
How are you feeling? Happy? Surprised? Mad? Angry? Show 
your emotion by making an emoji pillow. 

DIY Halloween Makeup 
Tue, Oct 18 at 7pm
6th-12th grade
This program will be led by one of our TAB members! She will 
share some of the makeup transformations she has done and 
will also share some techniques that are easy to do and that 
you can recreate at home.

Teen Community 
Engagement Meeting  
Sat, Oct 22 at 11:45am
Mon, Oct 24 at 4:45pm
6th-12th grade
Learn more about Our Next Chapter– the 
future plans for Helen Plum Library. Share 
your thoughts and opinions about what 
teens need in the Library!

ACT Prep Test  
Sun, Nov 6th at 1:15pm
9th grade and up
Come to experience first-hand what test day will be like. The 
practice test will be proctored by C2 Education, and they will 
contact you with your scores after the test. 

Crochet for Warm Up America 
Sat, Nov 12th at 11:30am
Mon, Nov 14th at 4:30pm 
6th-12th grade
Learn to crochet… then crochet to help others! All supplies are 
provided, but if you have some favorite yarn feel free to bring 
it. Crocheted sections will be donated to Warm Up America.
EARN SERVICE HOURS WITH THIS PROGRAM

Adult Services NEW 
SERVICES
Preserve old family events, recitals and 
memories with the Library's new VHS to 
DVD equipment! With helpful training 
from our Adult Services staff, you can use 
it to convert homemade VHS to DVDs. 

The equipment is available to Helen Plum 
Library cardholders 18 years of age and 
older. While the equipment is available on 
a walk-in basis, reservations may be made 
up to one week in 
advance by visiting 
us at the reference 
desk or calling 
the Adult Services 
Department at (630) 627-0316.

Bring the VHS tape you want to convert 
and a DVD-R or DVD+R to copy to. If you 
don’t have a DVD-R or +R, the Library sells 
new DVD-Rs for $1 each at the Circulation 
Desk.

In accordance with federal copyright laws, 
commercial and other copyrighted videos 
may not be converted in the Library.

Home Movies
1989

VHS to DVD Conversion

Chromebook and 
Laptop Lending
Working on a school project? Don't 
have a computer at home? Helen Plum 
Library cardholders may now borrow 
laptops and Chromebooks for in-Library 
use. Laptop borrowers must be 18 years 
of age, and Chromebook users must be 
13 years of age with guardian signed 
permission.

Laptops and Chromebooks are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis and 
check out for two hours with one 
renewal. Chromebooks and laptops may 
be used in Youth or Adult services, the 
Teen Zone or the Quiet Reading Room.

adults
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Unless otherwise noted, registration for 
adult programs is now open.

Teen
Advisory Board

My weekend’s b
ooked!

Teen Advisory Board [TAB] 
Sundays at 3pm
Sep 18
Oct 16 
Nov 20
Please join us! Bring your ideas about what you would like 
to see offered for teens. Snacks are provided. 

Helen Plum Library would like to thank 
all of our service members for your 
dedication, sacrifice and bravery!

The Story of Smoky the War Dog  
Wed, Nov 2 at 7pm
From a stroke-of-luck discovery at 
the bottom of an abandoned fox hole 
in Papua New Guinea during WWII, 
to becoming a famous entertainer, 
decorated war hero, and the world’s first 
official Therapy Dog of record, Smoky's 
story is nothing short of amazing. 

Mollie’s War 
Sat, Nov 12 at 2pm
Cyndee Schaffer discusses the role of 
women in the military, particularly 
her mother’s WWII experiences as 
a WAC (Women’s Army Corps). This 
presentation on Mollie’s War will take 
you on a journey from inspiration to 
publication. 

of the
celebrating 100 years

National Park Service

Stephen Mather of the
National Park Service 
Sun, Sep 25 at 2pm
The National Park Service celebrates 
its 100th Anniversary this year! RJ 
Lindsey portrays Stephen T. Mather, 
founding director of the NPS, telling the 
dramatic story of saving the parks from 
congressional neglect, ruthless loggers 
and greedy developers.

The Essential Edgar Allan Poe 
Sat, Oct 15 at 2pm
Journey through the tragic life and 
remarkable writings of an American 
literary genius. Join us for dramatic 
storytelling and readings that will bring 
Poe's disturbing world to life!

Lights Out, Everybody  
Sun, Oct 23 at 2pm
Get in the Halloween spirit while 
enjoying sound clips from some of 
radio's best known mystery and horror 
programs. This program will show off 
radio’s ability to truly be a "theater of 
the mind."

Something Different 
Sun, Nov 13 at 2pm
Something Different showcases the 
versatility of the Native American 
flute with music of the world. Original 
compositions include blues, ballads, Latin, 
Middle Eastern and other musical genres.



How to Speed Up Your 
Job Search 
Thu, Nov 10 at 7pm
Learn how to maximize 
your time online, network 
efficiently using social 
media and LinkedIn, and 
get more interviews. By 
taking a tactical approach 
to your job search, you 
can make quick progress! 

Free Career Counseling 
Tue, Sep 20 • 9am-Noon
Tue, Nov 15 • 9am-Noon
Need an objective review 
of your résumé or input on your job 
search strategy? Get free one-on-one 
career counseling from JVS Chicago 
Career Moves, a non-profit, non-
sectarian agency. To schedule your 
30-minute session, please email Joyce at 
joycebogolub@jvschicago.org or call her 
at (312) 907-0094.

LinkedIn Basics 
Thu, Sep 8 at 7pm
Discover the skills 
necessary for 
developing your own profile and 
begin networking on the number 
one social media platform for job 
seekers and professionals. 

The Six E’s of Re-Employment 
Thu, Oct 13 at 7pm
There are six words that describe highly 
desirable and critical traits recruiters 
and hiring managers seek in their top 
employment candidates. After learning 
the six E’s, discover how to demonstrate 
these traits in interviews. 
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Tue, Sep 27 at 7pm
Learn all about Internet Archive 
and its amazing collection of 
city directories, county histories, 
gazetteers, yearbooks and family 
genealogies. If you haven’t been 
on this site yet, you’re missing 
out on many fantastic resources!

Genealogy Club 
Tue, Oct 25 at 7pm
Join us for a round-table discussion on 
solutions to brick walls, and hear success 
stories from other members. Lombard 
resident Anthony LaPiana will talk 
about his Italian mother’s 
WWII volunteer and 
immigration experiences 
in celebration of Family 
History Month.  
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European Ancestors 
Tue, Nov 22 at 7pm
Steve Svabodos returns to simplify the 
daunting search of finding European 
ancestors. Hear tips on finding where 
your ancestors lived, where to find 
European records and how to receive 
help on translating most records.

DAR Genealogy Assistance 
Every 2nd and 4th Wed at 6pm
A Daughters of the American Revolution 
representative will be available to lend a 
hand in your genealogy research. 

ESL Game Day 
Ages 7 and up
Sun, Oct 9 at 3pm 
Make learning English fun! Join 
us for an afternoon of games 
designed to help increase 
vocabulary and American 

cultural knowledge. Games include 
Apples to Apples, Say Anything and 
others. Bring your friends and family! 
Moderated by native speakers. 

ESL Café: ESL Story Club 
Every Thu • 11am-12:30pm
Enhance English comprehension, 
speaking and dialect skills by 
reading and discussing stories. 
Best for intermediate learners. 
Facilitated by a native speaker.  

ESL Café: ESL Social Club 
Every Fri • 7pm-8:30pm
Come to socialize and practice 
your English speaking and 
listening skills with this fun and 
friendly group. Moderated by a 
native speaker. Open to all levels 
from beginners to the very advanced.
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We Love Lucy 
Mon, Sep 19 at 1pm
America loves Lucy! Get ready for a 
round-up of the funniest Lucy moments 
in television history.

Medicare Made Clear 
Mon, Oct 17 at 1pm
Designed to inform and empower 
consumers to make Medicare decisions 
based on their specific needs, this 
program is intended for individuals who 
currently have Medicare or who will be 
eligible for Medicare in the future.  

iPhone & iPad Helpdesk  
Wednesdays • 9am-Noon
Our expert volunteer will answer your questions and cover the 
basics for using your iPad or iPhone to its maximum potential. Make 
your transition to using your iPad or iPhone more seamless! Please 
call (630) 627-0316 to schedule your one-hour appointment.
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Start and Grow Your Small 
Business with SCORE. 
Presentations by business 
owners and retired business 
executives. Topical and timely 
information on subjects 
of interest to budding 
entrepreneurs and established 
business owners.

Upcoming SCORE Workshops
Wed, Sep 14 at 7pm 
and Tue, Nov 1 at 7pm 

Access our online classes and events 
calendar for program details!

Don't forget! Businesses in the Helen 
Plum Library District are eligible for 
Business Library Cards. Your business 
library card gives you access to resources 
that can help ensure the success of your 
business! Stop by or visit helenplum.org 
for more details. 

Registration for technology classes 
opens one month prior to the class.
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Technology Drop-in with Erin 
Mon, Sep 19 at 3:30pm
Do you have tech questions? 
Feel free to drop in and ask! Our 
Digital Services Librarian will be 
upstairs in the Small Conference 
Room waiting for your questions! 
Open to Helen Plum Library 
cardholders only.

Excel Basics 
Mon, Sep 26 at 3pm
Mon, Oct 24 at 3pm
Learn the basic terminology for using 
Excel 2013, create spreadsheets using 
templates and turn data into charts.  

Intermediate Excel 
Fri, Sep 30 at 3pm
Fri, Oct 28 at 3pm
Learn the ins and outs for creating pivot 
tables, sorting and filtering your Excel 
spreadsheets. 

Saving to the Cloud 
Fri, Oct 7 at 3pm
Do you have questions about the Cloud? 
In this class we'll discuss what Cloud 
service is and where your information 
is stored. We'll take a look at Dropbox, 
Google Drive and OneDrive. 

Backing up your Data 
Mon, Oct 17 at 3:30pm
Learn the various ways to back up your 
information - pictures, music, videos and 
more! We will look at USB flash drives 
(thumb drives), CD and DVD options. 
Basic computer skills are needed.

eMagazines
Downloading Magazines 
Fri, Sep 2 at 3:30pm
Access full issues of your 
favorite magazines on 
your tablet, smartphone 
or computer using Zinio 
for Libraries. Learn the ins 
and outs of downloading 
magazines to your devices 
or to read online!

eBooks and eAudiobooks
eBook Central: OverDrive 
Mon, Sep 12 at 3:30pm
We'll show you how to get started with 
our Library service in this fun and 
hands-on class! 

eBook Central: Axis 360 
Fri, Sep 16 at 3:30pm
Axis 360 is a great way to 
get your favorite eBooks and 
eAudiobooks sent straight to 
your device or desktop!

New to computers, devices or using the 
internet? Helen Plum Library cardholders 
can schedule a one-on-one session 
to cover basics like using a computer, 
downloading eBooks or browsing the web. 
Call us at (630) 627-0316 to schedule 
your appointment. 

Not sure if your device will work with 
our eLibrary services? Please call Adult 
Services at (630) 627-0316 or stop by 
the reference desk to make sure your 
device is compatible.

adults

A Beginner's Guide to the 
Golden Age of the Radio 
Mon, Nov 21 at 1pm
This presentation looks at some of the 
biggest shows and stars to emerge from 
the early years of radio, including Jack 
Benny, Bob Hope, Amos & Andy and The 
Shadow. Hear sound clips and stories 
about how radio became America's first 
mass medium.
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Adult Craft Night Kickoff: 
Supply Swap 
Wed, Sep 28 at 7pm
Bring your unused yarn, fabric, 
beads, scrapbook accessories, or 
other craft supplies to trade with 
other crafters. You will be able to 
leave with renewed products that 

will give you the motivation to start a 
new project or add to your current one.
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Adult Craft Night 
Wednesdays at 7pm
Oct 12 and 26
Nov 9 and 30  
Bring your friends and enjoy space to 
spread out and work on your current 
craft like crocheting, knitting, beading, 
scrapbooking or drop-in for one of our 
craft options!

NEW!

We've added a new genealogy Online Resource, Fold3.com. 
Explore the many stories, photos and personal documents 
of the men and women who served in the military. 
Visit helenplum.org and select GENEALOGY under the 
RESEARCH tab for more details!



Support our community's writers! Visit our new local author 
display in our Adult Services Department. If you are a local 
author, consider donating your book to the Library, and we'll 
make it available for checkout!  We are currently accepting 
adult fiction books by authors in the Chicagoland area.

Local Author Display

Helen Plum Library
110 W. Maple Street • Lombard, IL 60148
helenplum.org
Phone: (630) 627-0316 Fax: (630) 627-0336

Library Hours
Monday-Friday 9am-9pm
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

Board of Trustees
President: Virginia Carlson
Vice President: Gary Brenniman
Treasurer:  Jason Brandt
Secretary:  Sue Wiggins
Trustees:     Kristin Aasmundstad Walsh
              John Larkin
  Allison Pinkett-Floyd

The Helen M. Plum Memorial Library District Board of Trustees 
meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Library 
Auditorium. Meetings are open to the public. November's meeting 
will be Tuesday, November 29 at 7pm. 

Library Director 
Barb Kruser  

Editor   Newsletter Design
Sue Wilsey  Christopher Renkosiak

Upcoming Closings:
Labor Day: Sun, Sep 4 and Mon, Sep 5
Thanksgiving: 5pm on Wed, Nov 23 and all day Thu, Nov 24

All of our events and programs may be photographed or recorded 
for promotional purposes. Please let us know if you prefer not to 
be photographed or recorded. We will never use your name without 
written consent. 

So we can be best prepared to assist with your needs, we ask 
individuals with disabilities who require accommodation for Library 
programs to contact the Library at (630) 627-0316 at least five days 
in advance. 

Connect with us:
     Facebook:     facebook.com/plumlib
     Twitter:         @plumlib
     Pinterest:      pinterest.com/plumlib
     Instagram:    instagram.com/plumteens

Don’t forget: photos are always welcome at our events. You’re 
welcome to post photos on our Facebook page, too!

Registration is required and is open to Helen Plum Library 
cardholders only. Please call (630) 627-0316 or visit us online 
at helenplum.org to register.

Registration is required. Please call (630) 627-0316 or visit us 
online at helenplum.org to register.

Tickets are required. Free tickets are available to Helen Plum 
Library cardholders prior to an event. Please stop by for more 
information and to pick up your tickets.

Drop-in event. No registration required.
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The Eastland Disaster: 
An Unparalleled Tragedy 
Wed, Sep 7 at 7pm 
Co-sponsored by the Lombard 
Historical Society and Glen Ellyn 
Historical Society
Using motion picture videos 
from 1915, photographs and a 
firsthand narrative delivered by 
descendants of a survivor, this 
45-minute program explains 
how and why it happened, the 
nation’s response and how it 
could have been avoided.

Social Security, 
Medicare and Me 
Wed, Sep 21 at 7pm
This program covers Social Security and 
Medicare topics such as the application 
timeline and detailed information about 
your options. Light refreshments will be 
served.

Extra copies of all discussion books are available 
for checkout at the Circulation Desk.

Join our Readers Advisory Librarian 
Courtney Rose for riveting book 
discussions taking place on the 3rd 
Wednesday and Thursday of each 
month at the Library.  

The Professor and the Madman
By Simon Winchester
Wed, Sep 21 at 1pm
Thu, Sep 22 at 7:30pm

The Martian 
By Andy Weir
Wed, Oct 19 at 1pm
Thu, Oct 20 at 7:30pm

The Light in Ruins 
By Chris Bohjalian
Wed, Nov 16 at 1pm
Thu, Nov 17 at 7:30pm
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Join our Local History Librarian 
Carol for a book discussion 
taking place at the Historical 
Society's Carriage House.  

The Wright Brothers 
By David McCullough
Sun, Oct 16 at 2pm

History Book Discussions are sponsored by 
Helen Plum Library and Lombard Historical 
Society. The Carriage House is located 
across Maple Street from the Library, 
behind the Victorian Cottage.

Enjoy lively book discussions out on the 
town with our Digital Services Librarian 
Erin. Library Lounge meets on the first 
Tuesday of every month to discuss 
contemporary titles. 

The Colossus 
By Ranjini Iyer
Tue, Sep 6 at 7:30pm
Lilacia Park (weather permitting) 
Backup location: The Cellar
141 W. St. Charles Road

The 100-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out 
the Window and Disappeared
By Jonas Jonasson
Tue, Oct 4 at 7:30pm
Brick’s Wood Fired Pizza
132 W. St. Charles Road

The Bone Clocks
By David Mitchell
Tue, Nov 1 at 7:30pm 
The Cellar
141 W. St. Charles Road

HISTORY BOOK 
DISCUSSION

HELEN PLUM LIBRARY
BOOK DISCUSSION

LIBRARY LOUNGE

MEET THE AUTHOR!
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How to Appeal Property 
Tax Assessments 
Thu, Sep 29 at 7pm
This session outlines the York Township 
Assessor’s role in the assessment and 
property tax process. While not a forum 
to discuss individual property tax issues, 
attendees will learn about the function 
of the office and how it relates to their 
property taxes.

Pressure Canning Basics 
Thu, Oct 6 at 7pm
Co-sponsored by the 
Prairie Food Co-op 
Are you comfortable making jams and 
jellies but want to start 
canning vegetables or 
meat products? Expand 
your pantry by learning 
to pressure can. This 
class will get you started 
and include equipment 
information, safety, 
resources and some 
basic recipes.

Join us during the month of November for National 
Novel Writing Month. We’ve planned some great events 
for NaNoWriMo, including workshops, write-ins and an 
author visit. 

Visit nanowrimo.org for more information 
on National Novel Writing Month and 
information on other local events.

NaNoWriMo Library Crawl: Write-in
Thu, Nov 3 • 4pm-7pm
Wed, Nov 16 • 5:30pm-8:30pm
Need a quiet space and some time to write? We are 
a participating library in this collaborative program.  
Snacks will be available. Visit naperwrimo.org for 
more information and a schedule of all the local 
NaNoWriMo events.

 

Writing Workshop—Getting Started!  
Thu, Nov 3 at 7pm
Kick start your NaNoWriMo (or simply jump into fiction 
writing) with discussion, tips and writing exercises from 
visiting writer Amanda Goldblatt. Discover how to develop 
ideas for the page and keep going when even the stubbornest 
writer's block sets in.

Author Event 
Sat, Nov 5 at 3pm
Meet Geralyn Hesslau Magrady, winner of the 2016 Soon To 
Be Famous Illinois Author Project, as she discusses the writing 
journey that brought her to the completion, publication and 
promotion of Lines, a novel of Chicago historical fiction.

Talk Like a Pirate Day  
Mon, Sep 19 • 4pm-8pm 
Ahoy, matey! Interact with our Mango 
Languages service, and pick up some 
pirate treasure. Little pirates can pick up 
a craft in Youth Services, too. 

Spooktacular Fall Fest  
Sun, Oct 16 • 11am-4pm
at Lombard Town Centre
Stop by the Library's booth for trick-or-
treating and a fun activity! Please visit 
lombardtowncentre.org for more details. 

Christmas Mart 
Sat, Nov 5 • 9am-2pm 
Visit stops along our Maple Street 
corridor for craft, food and fun. Stop 
by the Library to have your passport 
stamped and to visit community tables, 
our used book sale and explore Library 
services.

Jingle Bell Jubilee  
Sat, Dec 3 • 5pm-8pm
Helen Plum Library will be open late to 
welcome in the Holiday Season. Stop in 
to warm up, listen to performers from 
Glenbard East and discover all the great 
resources your Library has to offer.



Helen Plum LIbrary

summer reading 2016

A Big Beach Party Thank You!
The sun may be setting on another summer, but we had a blast at our Beach
Party! Over 3,000 readers of all ages participated, and we could not have 
made this possible without generous contributions from our prize sponsors: 

A Big Beach Party Thank You!
The sun may be setting on another summer, but we had a blast at our Beach
Party! Over 3,000 readers of all ages participated, and we could not have 
made this possible without generous contributions from our prize sponsors: 

Adler Planetarium • Aurelio’s • Barnes and Noble–Oak Brook • Buca di Beppo • Buona 
Restaurants & Catering • Bricks Woodfired Pizza • Bristol Renaissance Faire • Carol Stream 
Park District • The Cellar • Centennial Beach of Naperville • Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Chicago Bears • Chicago Fire • Chicago White Sox • Chicago Wolves • Claim Jumpers 
Classic Cinemas • Crowne Plaza–Glen Ellyn • Culver’s of Lombard • Dairy Queen • DuPage 
Children’s Museum • DuPage County Fair • Gianorio’s Pizza  • Greek Islands • Half Price 
Books–Downers Grove • LEGOLAND Discovery Center • Lilac Bakery • Lombard Park District 
Meatheads Burgers & Fries • Medieval Times • Safari Land • Schaumburg Boomers 
Schroeder’s Ace Hardware • Shannon’s Deli • Shedd Aquarium • Stardust Bowl • True Balance 

Karate Institute • Yorktown Mall • Weber Grill Restaurant • White Castle

CONNECT • DISCOVER • GROW
HELEN PLUM LIBRARY    HELENPLUM.ORG

Visit us in the Library or online at Helenplum.org 
to connect with online resources, discover reading 
challenges and grow a love for lifelong learning!


