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Introduction – Heritage books present a collection of genealogies, family histories 

and oral stories about a cultural group, location, social network or community.  

Heritage books are sometimes referred to as a community, book, a church book, a 

social book, or a ‘mug’ books.  As such, they document a period in the time of the 

identified group.  Heritage 

books capture the spirit, 

mission and purpose of the 

sponsoring organization.  

In addition to providing 

written information about 

the members of a 

community and their 

ancestral linkages; if 

purposed, heritage books 

often contain family group 

sheets and pedigree charts 

that generationally 

document a surname back 

hundreds of years.  Family 

group sheets published in 

these books included siblings with dates of birth, death, maiden names, marriage 

and locations.  Housed in libraries and archives, these books often contain 

information about the churches, schools and social groups of the area. Of 

significant value to genealogists, these books record the socio-economic and 

political structure of the neighborhood.  

 

Heritage books have also been used to as an income producing source:  a fund 

raising venture for churches, educational and social clubs.  School year books, 

church anniversary books and fraternal organizations program books are all varied 

forms of heritage books. For generations, African American life, history and 

culture went undocumented in the various published heritage books.  As 

genealogists and family researchers we scoured the shelves of libraries and 



archives searching for the recorded histories of our ancestors – to no avail.  

Frustrated with this ‘literary and archival neglect’, in 2009, the Afro-American 

Genealogical and Historical Society of Chicago, Inc. (AAGHSC) decided to solve 

this problem by creating its own publication.  Thus, the first African American 

Heritage Book was conceived.  Today, this 386 page hard cover, fully indexed 

publication is house in all of the nation’s major genealogy libraries and archives, 

numerous city and county libraries as well as the Library of Congress.  The book 

has also been completely digitized by Familysearch.org where it is viewable on-

line in page by page format. 

 

Using the AAGHSC heritage book as a model, this presentation will present the 

methodology used in the development this publication.  Inclusive in this session 

will be background on conception of the publication, and the administrative 

framework necessary to manage the project.  This session will also include how to 

establish policies, guidelines and standards that prevent roadblocks and resolve 

problems.  The activities of the publication committee will also be discussed.  We 

will also present a sample book order form as stimuli to jump starting your project 

– a model for your society’s future project. 

 

- Outline - 

I. Developmental Concept 

a. Origin 

i. AAGHSC - Alabama Study Group 

ii. Kinship Chapters 

iii. What to do? 

b.  Society Board Approval 

i. Authorization 

ii. Seed money  

II. Governing Authority 

a. Administrative Structure 

i. Policy 

ii. Procedure 

iii. Publication Issues: Copyright, ISBN, LOC, etc. 

b. Organization Structure and Management: Evolution of Committees 

i. Procedural Committees 

ii. Writer’s Support 

iii. Editing  

iv. Photo Technology 



v. Publicity 

vi. Financial 

III. Organizing Towards Publication 

a. Submittal Guidelines 

b. Order Form 

c. Publicity 

d. Encouraging Article Submittal  

IV.  Moving Towards Publishing 

a. Request For Proposal (RFP) process 

b. Conference Vendor Publishing Company 

c. Other publishing companies, 

i. R. R. Donnelly 

ii. University of Chicago 

iii. On-line publishing companies 

V.  Timeline for Publication 

a. Process move slowly and smoothly 

b. Barriers and Roadblocks 

VI.  Style of Articles 

a. Family Stories 

b. Genealogies 

c. Church Histories 

d. Nurse Society 

VII. Style of Photos 

a. – Stand Alone 

b. Free photos, Paid Photos 

VIII. Financial Considerations 

a. Seed Money 

b. Cost of publications 

i. Contract with Publisher 

c. Profit or Not? 

VIIII. Questions:   

Follow-up Plans 

Discussion 

 



How to access the AAGHSC Heritage Book at Family Search.org 

 

Formal Book Title:  “30th 

Anniversary Our Heritage, 

family stories”, published by 

the Afro-American 

Genealogy & Historical 

Society of Chicago, Inc. © 

2010.  

This book was digitized by 

Family Search.  Here is the 

link:  

 

https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryMan

agerServlet?dps_pid=IE230092&gathStatI

con=true&fro=fhd,  

 

If the link does not work here’s the manual 

way to get to the book: 

 

- Go to familysearch.org, (If it’s your first time on this site, you will have to 

sign in and get a password.) 

- Click ‘Search’, then ‘Books’, 

- At the next page, in the search bar, type in “Our Heritage Family Stories”,    

                       OR, “Afro American Genealogical & Historical Society”, 

- At the next page when you see the book’s icon.  Click on it. 

 

https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE230092&gathStatIcon=true&fro=fhd
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE230092&gathStatIcon=true&fro=fhd
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE230092&gathStatIcon=true&fro=fhd


The digitized version of the book will come up.  You can then use the table of 

content in the left margin to look up articles, photos and etc.  You may go to the 

‘Full Name Index”, pg. 373 and look- a story by surname.  You may go to the 

‘Geographical Index’, pg. 383 and look up a city/town/county/state.  
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